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JACKET  
TOTE BAG
Project Description: This project is very simple and one of the easiest 
ways to make a useable bag out of an old garment. Essentially the design 
involves cutting off the most bulk part of the jacket, which is the top and 
arms, and then sewing that cut edge closed to form a bag.

STEP 1: CHOOSE YOUR JACKET AND  
DRAW YOUR CUTTING LINES
For this project you will only need one jacket. You can 
choose to add pieces or details from other jackets or new 
embellishments, but it’s not required. Once you’ve chosen a 
jacket you will need to plan your cutting lines. These cutting 
lines are used to get rid of the bulky parts of the jacket and 
create a shape for the bottom of your bag. When drawing 
your cut lines try to avoid going over zippers and pockets 
unnecessarily. Cut along your cutting lines while keeping the 
front and back of the jacket lined up as best as possible.

STEP 2: EMBELLISH AND ADD TRIMS
If you want to add any graphic or trim embellishments, 
you’ll have to do so before you start construction the bag. 
Choose any logos or accessories and the team will help 
you apply them to your piece.
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JACKET TOTE BAG

STEP 4: ADD STRAPS (FINAL STEP!)
The final step in this project is to add your webbing straps 
to the bag. To attach the straps with even spacing, fold 
your bag in half vertically and find the mid point of the 
opening. At this midpoint we’ll add chalk markings on all 
four layers on the inside of the bag. Once you’ve marked 
where the straps will go, you can sew the two straps on, 
placing the ends on the marks that you’ve made on the 
interior and sewing a 1” square attaching the straps to  
the bag. For more durability you can sew an X through  
the middle of the 1” square. All done!
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STEP 3: SEW THE BOTTOM CLOSED
Flip your cut jacket inside out so that the good (exterior) sides 
are facing each other. Add clips along the edge of the opening 
that you cut to ensure that nothing moves when you sew it 
closed. Once you’ve added some clips to your seam you can sew 
a line 1 CM from the edge of the cut, closing the bottom of the 
bag. Turn your bag right-side-out.
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